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    Create an HTML template for invoices

    
          
  
    This article explains a rather complex project that shows how a HTML template for invoicing can be created in InDesign, exported into a pdfChip template using the export filter and then turned into invoices.

Attached is an InDesign file as an example for an invoice. You should download unpack and open the file in order to follow the steps of this article.

This project is much more advanced than the other ones in which the InDesign Export is explained. The reason is that invoices have rather difficult requirements:

	repeating fields for each of the line items on the invoice
	varying number of pages, depending on the number of line items
	first, last and middle pages may have different layouts
	at the end of each page a subtotals block and at the end of the invoice a totals block is required
	page breaks need to be determined based on the height of all of the line items on the respective page minus the height of the subtotals block


So, if you are not yet familiar with how the InDesign Export works you should first read the other articles in this chapter.

As always when it is about creating various instances from a template we need a data source that has the variable data. In this example we are using XML files in the ZUGFeRD format. (ZUGFeRD is a German standard for electronic invoices and a ZUGFeRD invoice consists of a PDF/A-3 container into which an XML invoice is embedded.) This example reads data from such ZUGFeRD invoices, puts it into the corresponding objects in the template and creates a single PDF file for each invoice. Finally the XML is embedded into the PDF and the file is saved according to the PDF/A-3 standard. So a full ZUGFeRD invoice is created.

  




      
      
        

        The InDesign file

      
  


 
  


    
  
    The InDesign file uses layers and groups to mark content that belongs to each other like the different kinds of data in a line. Script Labels are used to mark objects so that a JavaScript can then later pick up that information to modify the respective content. The file has three pages: First and last for the corresponding pages of the PDF invoice and a middle page that is the template for all other pages.

  




      
    
      



  
  
  


  
  
  


  
  
  


  
  
  


  
  
  


  
  
  


  
  
  


  
  
  


  
  
  
  
  


  
  
  
  
  
  
  


  
  
  
  
  
  
  


  
  



      pinqi_invoice_template.zip
    
  


      
      
        

        HTML template created via the export2pdfChip.jsx plug-in

      
  


 
      
  
    All content from the Resources folder is copied into the template and the index.html has references to all JavaScripts in the js folder.

  



 
      
  


 
      
  
    The invoices folder contains sample XML files for ZUGFeRD invoices: A few examples from the ZUGFeRD standard specification and a very long example with callas products on it.

  



 
      
  


 
      
  
    If you want to modify any of the XML files or add new ones you will have to also add them to the config.js file.

  



 
      
  


 
      
  


 
  


      
      
        

        The invoice PDF files are as usual created by processing the index.html with pdfChip

      
  


 
      
  
    Each PDF has it's XML file embedded.

  



 
      
  


 
      
  
    The invoice "invoice.callas.pdf" consists of 13 pages and the first and last pages are different from each other and from all middle pages as required in above "specification".

  



 
      
  


 
  




    






  
  	
        Voriger Artikel:
        6.4 Create an HTML template that can be used for "mail merge" style multi-page PDF generation
      
	
        Nächster Artikel:
        6.6 Autocreate Paragraph Styles from custom styling
      





  



    

  


    
  
  Kapitel

  	
          
            
              1. Introduction
               10
            
            	
                  1.1 pdfChip in a Nutshell
                
	
                  1.2 What pdfChip is Not
                
	
                  1.3 The History of pdfChip
                
	
                  1.4 Main Features
                
	
                  1.5 Learning pdfChip - the Tutorial
                
	
                  1.6 pdfChip Use Cases
                
	
                  1.7 License Levels
                
	
                  1.8 Handling Licensing through the License Server
                
	
                  1.9 Where to Go from Here
                
	
                  1.10 Overview of pdfChip versions in pdfToolbox
                


          
        
	
          
            
              2. Reference Manual
               10
            
            	
                  2.1 How to install and run
                
	
                  2.2 Concepts
                
	
                  2.3 pdfChip specific HTML aspects
                
	
                  2.4 Using pdfChip to add barcodes and matrix codes
                
	
                  2.5 pdfChip specific CSS aspects
                
	
                  2.6 pdfChip specific JavaScript
                
	
                  2.7 pdfChip specific SVG aspects
                
	
                  2.8 pdfChip specific MathML aspects
                
	
                  2.9 Limitations and warnings
                
	
                  2.10 pdfChip CSS Feature Compatibility
                


          
        
	
          
            
              3. What is new in 1.1
               4
            
            	
                  3.1 Support for DeviceN color spaces
                
	
                  3.2 Passing variable information to HTML template using "--import" on the command line
                
	
                  3.3 Additional info when placing PDF pages (# of pages, page geometry)
                
	
                  3.4 Creating multiple PDFs with one pdfChip command line invocation
                


          
        
	
          
            
              4. Links between HTML files are preserved when converted into a single PDF
               1
            
            	
                  4.1 Links between HTML files are preserved when converted into a single PDF
                


          
        
	
          
            
              5. Barcodes and matrix codes in pdfChip
               9
            
            	
                  5.1 List of supported barcodes and matrix codes
                
	
                  5.2 Extended list of parameters for the barcode object
                
	
                  5.3 How to define the size of barcode objects
                
	
                  5.4 How to define barcode objects in HTML and SVG
                
	
                  5.5 How to create and update barcode objects dynamically
                
	
                  5.6 Using gradient or image as "color" for QR code
                
	
                  5.7 Adjust page size for result PDF to size of placed PDF
                
	
                  5.8 How to create rectangular 16x48 DataMatrix Industry code
                
	
                  5.9 How to create ITF-14 barcode with bearer bars
                


          
        
	
          
            
              6. Export InDesign files into HTML/CSS templates
               6
            
            	
                  6.1 Overview and installation
                
	
                  6.2 How does the export filter work?
                
	
                  6.3 Create a simple HTML template
                
	
                  6.4 Create an HTML template that can be used for "mail merge" style multi-page PDF generation
                
	
                  6.5 Create an HTML template for invoices
                
	
                  6.6 Autocreate Paragraph Styles from custom styling
                


          
        
	
          
            
              7. Logging and debugging techniques
               2
            
            	
                  7.1 Extended logging capabilities: "--dump-static-html" command line parameter
                
	
                  7.2 Using "pdfChip Debug" browser plug-in for interactive debugging (1.2)
                


          
        
	
          
            
              8. Loading resources  dynamically
               2
            
            	
                  8.1 Dynamically update barcodes (or other HTML objects using parameters)
                
	
                  8.2 Dynamically update images
                


          
        
	
          
            
              9. Optional content + Processing steps in pdfChip
               3
            
            	
                  9.1 Optional content (Layers) in pdfChip
                
	
                  9.2 Index layer names if initial visibility or Processing Steps metadata is different
                
	
                  9.3 Indizierung von Ebenennamen, wenn die ursprüngliche Sichtbarkeit oder die Metadaten der Verarbeitungsschritte unterschiedlich sind
                


          
        
	
          
            
              10. Very large page size with UserUnits in pdfChip
               1
            
            	
                  10.1 Very large page sizes with UserUnit
                


          
        
	
          
            
              11. Zoom factor in pdfChip 1.4
               1
            
            	
                  11.1 Use of zoom factor for increased precision
                


          
        
	
          
            
              12. pdfChip tips&tricks
               1
            
            	
                  12.1 Useful code snippets for defining barcode objects, using pdfChip specific CSS, importing PDF pages, setting page size and other things
                


          
        





  Zuletzt geändert
Aug 21, 2020


  

  	  
        
      

      
        Artikel als PDF erstellen



	  
        
      

      
        Handbuch als PDF erstellen
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